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Open Film 2017
October 4

October 11

6.30 P.M.

6.30 P.M.
You can visit our website at http://www.openfilmsociety.co.uk/ 

You can tweet about us on http://www.twitter.com/OU_Film

The Open Film Society may be contacted by emailing j.p.twomey@open.ac.uk. 
Films will be shown in the Open University Hub Theatre on Walton Hall Campus, 
entrance to which is from Groveway (H9) or Brickhill Street (V10). Please park in 
Church Parking (see map). Full membership of the Society costs £76 (equivalent to 
£2.62 per film). Associate membership (5-film pass) at £27 allows entry to any FIVE 
films. Guests are welcome with tickets (1-film pass) on sale at the door 15 minutes 
before each performance at a cost of £6.50 per film (£5.50 concessions with proof 
of status). Drinks and snacks can be bought in the Hub Bar from 5.30 pm. No one 
under the age of 16 can be admitted.

November 1

December 6

December 20

November 8

6.30 P.M.

6.30 P.M.

6.30 P.M.

6.30 P.M.

JULIETA
Spanish  2016  99 minutes   Pedro Almodóvar
A chance meeting sparks Julieta into a fresh search for her 
daughter Antía after years of estrangement. Based on three 
stories by Canadian author Alice Munro, this is a visually beautiful 
film about a mother’s struggle to understand her child. There is 
extensive use of flashbacks. 

TONI ERDMANN
German  2016  162 minutes Maren Ade
Winfried is a retired teacher with a love of practical jokes. His 
daughter, Ines, is a high-flying executive, who is very busy pruning 
a Romanian company. There is a gap in her relationship with her 
father. ‘Tony Erdman’ is Winfried disguised as his daughter’s CEO’s 
life coach. He muscles in on her work and she plays along. The 
resulting uproar is punctuated by some poignant moments.

October 18 6.30 P.M.

THINGS TO COME
French  2016  102 minutes   Mia Hansen-Løve 
Philosophy academic Nathalie (Isabelle Huppert) attempts to steer a 
middle course between an unfaithful, reactionary husband, corporate 
publishers and an idealistic former student in this naturalistic tale 
of getting by in the real world. The action flits between Brittany, the 
remoter sections of the Alps and Paris in the summer.

TALE OF TALES
English  2016  133 minutes     Matteo Garrone
Our Hallowe’en offering consists of 3 fairy tales set in 3 gothic 
kingdoms with Salma Hayek, Vincent Cassel and Toby Jones 
outstanding in the lead roles. In each tale, the triumph of morbid 
fixation over true love leads to a just, but blood-curdling, come-
uppance. A cinematic treat with a superb score by Alexandre Desplat.

November 22 6.30 P.M.

AFTER THE STORM
Japanese  2016  117 minutes   Hirokazu Kore-eda
A prize-winning novelist has split up with his wife and family and is 
reduced to working as a private investigator. He gambles his money 
rather than pay child support. Then the events of a stormy night offer 
him a chance to reconnect with his family. Renowned Japanese 
director Kore-eda, maker of Our Little Sister, has produced yet 
another beautiful, humane, funny yet melancholy drama.

EMBRACE OF THE SERPENT
Spanish  2015  125 minutes   Ciro Guerra
Two interleaved stories, separated by decades, but with one person 
in common: the Amazonian shaman Karamakate. In the first, he is 
helping a European in his search for the prized yakruna plant. Years 
later, he meets an American who is looking for the earlier explorer.  
A black-and-white epic with references to Joseph Conrad and Werner 
Herzog, this was an Oscar nomination for best foreign language film 
in 2015.

THE OTHER SIDE OF HOPE
Finnish/Arabic  2017  100 minutes  Aki Kaurismäki
The inimitable Kaurismäki gives us another superb deadpan drama. 
This one concerns a travelling salesman who decides to leave his 
wife and job to open a restaurant in Helsinki. This brings him in 
contact with an eccentric bunch of characters, including a Syrian 
refugee whom he tries to help. Very funny characters inhabit this 
witty film and there are musical interludes. Don’t miss it!

THE SALESMAN
Farsi  2016  124 minutes  Asghar Farhadi
Emad and Rana, a married couple, play the roles of Willy and 
Linda Lomax in Arthur Miller’s eponymous play. Farhadi compares 
the relationship between the two couples. As the pair rehearse, 
unexpected cracks appear in their own marriage. Farhadi explores 
the drama about how one man’s anger and damaged self-image 
drive him to the brink of destruction. Best Foreign Language Film at 
the 2017 Oscars. 

NO FILM ON 25 OCTOBER

November 15 6.30 P.M.

FRANTZ
French/German  2016  113 minutes     François Ozon
In a small German town after the First World War, Anna mourns 
daily at the grave of her fiancé Frantz. When a Frenchman, Adrien, 
arrives in town, he is met with resistance, but Anna grows closer to 
him as she learns of his friendship with Frantz. She introduces him 
to her fiancé’s parents, and eventually they come to accept him. 
Ozon’s film is inspired by this evening’s second movie.

November 15 8.45 P.M.

BROKEN LULLABY
English  1932  76 minutes    Ernst Lubitsch
Haunted by the memory of Walter Holderlin, a soldier he killed during 
World War 1, French musician Paul Renard travels to Germany to 
find his family. Dr Holderlin (Lionel Barrymore) has misgivings, but he 
eventually welcomes him when Paul says he was a friend of Walter. 
Elsa, Walter’s fiancé, sees him putting flowers on Walter’s grave. He 
falls in love with Elsa and confesses, but they never reveal the truth. 

November 29 6.30 P.M.

SING STREET
English  2016  106 minutes   John Carney
Set in Dublin in 1985 from the director of the award-winning musical 
Once. This is a light-hearted experience even for those not nostalgic 
about 1980s rock music. It’s also a chance to ponder Irish cultural 
evolution from Synge to U2. Having invited a girl to star in his music 
video, Conor recruits some pals to start a band. Mentored by his 
elder brother, Conor starts to write his own songs. 

December 13 6.30 P.M.
GRADUATION
Romanian  2016  128 minutes    Cristian Mungiu
Director Mungiu has established himself as the primary portrayer of 
contemporary Romania. This complex but gripping drama lays bare 
embedded corruption almost three decades after Ceauşescu. Adrian 
Titieni stars as a doctor forced to make compromises as his daughter 
homes in on a place at a prestigious British university.
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Open Film 2018

You can visit our website at http://www.openfilmsociety.co.uk/ 

You can tweet about us on http://www.twitter.com/OU_Film

The Open Film Society may be contacted by emailing j.p.twomey@open.ac.uk. 
Films will be shown in the Open University Hub Theatre on Walton Hall Campus, 
entrance to which is from Groveway (H9) or Brickhill Street (V10). Please park in 
Church Parking (see map). Full membership of the Society costs £76 (equivalent to 
£2.62 per film). Associate membership (5-film pass) at £27 allows entry to any FIVE 
films. Guests are welcome with tickets (1-film pass) on sale at the door 15 minutes 
before each performance at a cost of £6.50 per film (£5.50 concessions with proof 
of status). Drinks and snacks can be bought in the Hub Bar from 5.30 pm. No one 
under the age of 16 can be admitted.

January 17 6.30 P.M.

ELLE
French  2016  130 minutes   Paul Verhoeven
Isabelle Huppert is an executive who is raped in her home. 
She refuses to go to the police, for reasons that slowly become 
clear, and starts a cat-and-mouse game with her assailant. This 
controversial drama is a multiple prize-winner for actress and auteur.

January 24 6.30 P.M.

ENDLESS POETRY
Spanish  2016  128 minutes  Alejandro Jodorowski
Part two of the director’s account of his artistic awakening in 1950s 
Santiago is a colourful affair. As in The Dance of Reality, Jodorowski 
stars alongside his sons, with one playing the role of his cruel father 
and the other that of the artist himself. 

January 31 6.30 P.M.

THE INNOCENTS
French/Polish  2016  115 minutes      Anne Fontaine
In 1945 Poland, a sexually-liberated Red Cross doctor, Mathilde, who 
is sent to assist the survivors of the camps, discovers several nuns in 
advanced pregnancy in a nearby convent. A drama that was inspired 
by the experiences of a real French woman doctor.

January 10 6.30 P.M.

A MAN CALLED ØVE
Swedish  2015  116 minutes   Hannes Holm
Øve is a grumpy widower, with a fixation over the residents’ 
association rules. A new family move in next door and they demolish 
his post box. But this incident leads to a friendship that changes his 
outlook. A powerful melodrama with comic cameos.

February 7 6.30 P.M.
SWEET BEAN
Japanese  2015  113 minutes Naomi Kawase
An is a sweet-bean paste in Japan. Sentaro runs a small shop 
making an pancakes. Tokue, a mystery woman in her seventies, 
has a secret recipe for an. After sampling it, Sentaro grudgingly 
hires her. Trade improves as does their relationship. We learn about 
the effect of Japan’s past on their lives.

April 4 6.30 P.M.

THE HANDMAIDEN
Korean  2016  144 minutes          Park Chan-wook
Best known for the unusual use of an octopus in Oldboy, director 
Park here transposes Sarah Waters’ novel Fingersmith to 1930s 
Korea under Japanese rule. The film features a grotesque 
bookseller, an heiress and the title character herself, an 
unforgettable performance from Kim Tae-ri.

February 28 6.30 P.M.

THE CLAN
Spanish  2015  108 minutes   Pablo Trapero
The Puccios of Buenos Aires are a model family. Here is the model: 
kidnap a rich teenager, pocket the ransom, murder the victim. And 
dispose of the body. Produced by the Almodóvars, this is a sardonic 
look at one of the most notorious episodes in Argentina since the fall 
of the junta. 

February 14 6.30 P.M.

AFTER LOVE
French  2016  100 minutes       Joachim Lafosse
Bérénice Bejo and Cédric Kahn in an exploration of what to do with 
the house, the kids and the money when a marriage ends. The wholly
realistic but heart-wrenching consequences are played out, with the
twin children observing, as daily routines become high-stakes drama.

March 7 6.30 P.M.

THE AGE OF SHADOWS
Korean/Japanese  2016  140 minutes   Kim Jee-woon
In 1920s in Japanese-held Korea, a plot is hatched to bring 
explosives from Shanghai to Seoul to blow up police HQ. Police 
Captain Lee has links to the resistance with some sympathy for 
them, yet he infiltrates their organisation. With double agents in both 
camps, there is much action in a tremendous thriller.

February 21 6.30 P.M.

AMERICAN HONEY
English  2016  163 minutes      Andrea Arnold
A road movie, a love story, a coming-of-age tale with an eclectic score 
and dazzling cinematography. Star, a teenage girl from a troubled home, 
runs away with a travelling sales crew to drive across the American 
Midwest. Winner of the Palme d’Or Jury prize at Cannes 2016.

NO FILM ON 14 MARCH

March 21 6.30 P.M.

CERTAIN WOMEN
English  2016  107 minutes   Kathy Reichardt
Certain Women explores a handful of intersecting lives in Montana. 
Laura Dern as lawyer Laura, Michelle Williams as housewife Gina, and 
Kristen Stewart as law student Elizabeth. Each is striving to forge her 
own path while longing for meaning in her life. Best Film at London 2016.

March 28 6.30 P.M.

AQUARIUS
Portuguese  2016  146 minutes        K. Mendonça Filho
Sonia Braga plays a widow and retired music critic who is the last 
resident of Aquarius, a once smart apartment block in Recife, 
Brazil. She is fighting to prevent demolition. The film explores the 
meaning of places and objects in our lives. A superb follow-up to 
Neighbouring Sounds.

April 11 6.30 P.M.

THE LAST FAMILY
Polish  2016  123 minutes         Jan P. Matusyński
Beksiński is a painter, with a fondness for creating disturbing works 
while listening to classical music. He lives with his wife, their mothers, 
and his violent, suicidal son. He tapes everything with his beloved 
camcorder, recording a fascinating saga over 28 years through 
paintings, near-death experiences, dance music trends and funerals.

NO FILM ON 18 APRIL

April 25 6.30 P.M.

THE UNKNOWN GIRL
French  2015  106 minutes          Jean-Pierre et Luc Dardenne
Jenny a doctor, refuses to open the door of her practice to a late-night  
caller. The next morning, she learns that the caller (a girl) is dead and 
the police can’t identify her. Guilt-ridden, Jenny determines to unearth 
her name, but in the process discovers more than she bargained for.

May 2 6.30 P.M.

THE OLIVE TREE
Spanish  2016  100 minutes         Icíar Bollaín
Starring Anna Castillo and a very old olive tree, this is a parable 
about the theft of a way of life from a small community. When the 
family sells the tree, the grandfather descends into depression and 
dementia. So his granddaughter starts a campaign to get the tree 
back from the multinational owners.

May 9 6.30 P.M.

LES COWBOYS
English/French  2015  104 minutes    Thomas Bidegain
A family enjoys a country-and-western gathering in eastern France. 
The daughter runs off with her Muslim boyfriend. Father and son 
begin a quest to find her that leads them to far-off, unsettling places. 
Bidegain acknowledges the influence of John Ford and we get a 
‘western’ that explores the disruptions of today’s world.

May 9 8.30 P.M.

THE SEARCHERS
English  1955  119 minutes          John Ford
To finish the season, Ford’s classic western that provided the 
source material for Les Cowboys. John Wayne goes in search of his 
niece (Natalie Wood) who has been kidnapped by Comanches. Will 
his hatred of Indians affect his quest? A film that begs to be seen on 
the big screen – don’t miss it.


